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ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES, INC.
Belton, Bell County, Texas
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EPA ID# TXD06637964
State Congressional District: 11
Fact Sheet Updated:   May 24, 2000

Site Description   

Location: The Rockwool site is an approximately 100 acre tract of land located at 1741
Taylors Valley Road, 1/4 mile east of Interstate Highway 35, and 1 ½ miles east of
downtown Belton, Bell County, Texas.  The city of Belton is located in central
Texas, between Waco and Austin.

Setting: The area surrounding the site is primarily industrial.  There are several businesses,
a gas station, a fast food restaurant, and 2 residences within 1/4 mile of the site.
Approximately 3,000 citizens live within a one mile radius of the site.

The Rockwool facility operated as a mineral wool insulation manufacturing plant
from mid-1950 until February 1987.  The site has been inactive since February
1987.

Population: The population of the city of Belton is an estimated 14,500, and the population of
Bell County is approximately 226,000.

Wastes and Volumes  

The main wastes at the Rockwool site are located in the North and South Shot Piles with
estimated volumes of 15,000 to 18,000 cubic yards and 20,000 to 30,000 cubic yards respectively
of “spent iron shot” as a by product of the manufacture of mineral wool insulation. An 
undetermined amount of “spent shot” waste is located at the boundary of a cemetery which
adjoins the site to the north by the Leon River.

National Priorities List  

NPL Inclusion Proposal Date: March 6, 1998
NPL Inclusion Final Date: September 29, 1998
NPL Deletion Proposal Date: n/a
NPL Final Deletion Date: n/a
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Site Map  

Site History  

The Rockwool Industries, Inc. (Rockwool) manufactured mineral wool insulation from mid-1950s
until February 1987. From 1984 to 1987, Rockwool operated under a Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) permit.  The facility manufactured two types of mineral wool insulation:
blow wool and batt wool. The mineral wool was manufactured in blast furnaces using raw
material such as slags from copper and antimony smelting, waste from limestone mining, as well
as coke and basalts. The raw material was melted in a coke-fired furnace and then extruded by
blowing air over spinning drums to form fibers. The residue left in the furnace from the heating of
the slags was a metal “shot” type material. This “spent iron shot” was the main waste type
generated as a part of the rockwool production process. 
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Present Status and Issues  

The US EPA is currently working to complete the RI/FS.  The sample collection for the RI/FS is
waiting on access agreement.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife has been asked to sample fish from the Leon River to assess any
contamination.

Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment  

The Texas Department of Health (TDH) and the Agency for Toxic substances and Disease
Registry (ATSDR) evaluated hazard fro the site in late 1998 through mid-1999 and determined
that Rockwool poses an indeterminate public health hazard.  TDH concluded that site
contaminants through groundwater posed no public health hazard.  Also exposure to site
contaminants in other on-site waste sources posed no public health hazard.

Record of Decision  

The ROD will be issued after the Proposed Plan is reviewed and public comment is
received. 

Community Involvement  

Community Involvement Plan: 
A “Draft” Community Involvement Plan to support the “long term” Remedial Investigation/
Feasibility Study (RI/FS) for the site was prepared by the EPA Region 6 in November 1999.

EPA Hosted Community Meetings

9/2/99: Members of the EPA Community Involvement Team conducted community
interviews at businesses and residences in the vicinity of the Rockwool site.

10/27/99: The EPA briefed City Officials from Belton and Temple on the status of the
Rockwool site.

12/14/99: The EPA briefed the City of Belton council members and held an Availability
Session after the Belton City Council meeting.

Public Notice Announcing the Placement of Rockwool on the NPL: 12/2/99

Fact Sheets: 9/2/99, 11/11/99, 4/3/00

Public Meeting: Will be conducted at the conclusion of the RI/FS, tentatively scheduled for
late Fall, 2000
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Constituency Interest: Because the site is mostly removed from downtown Belton and poses no
immediate health risks to the community, there is minimal citizen concern for the site.  The
citizens interviewed did, however, ask to be kept informed of site activities through either
mailings or publications in the Belton Journal.

Site Repository: 
City of Belton City Hall
333 East Avenue A
Belton, TX 76513
(254) 933-5816

Technical Assistance Grant  

Availability Notice: Public Notice on December 2, 1999
Letters of Intent Received: None
“Final” TAG Application received: n/a
Grant Award Date: n/a
Current Status: n/a

Site Contacts  

United States Environmental Protection Agency

Remedial Project Manager (Contact for Technical Questions):
Shawn Ghose M.S., P.E, 214-665-6782, Mail Code: 6SF-AP
Community Involvement Staff (Contact for Community Relations Questions):
Amber Howard, 214-665-3172, Mail Code: 6SF-P
Site Attorney (Contact for Legal Questions):
Mike Boydston, 214-665-7376, Mail Code: 6RC-S
Region 6 Ombudsman (Contact for Dispute Resolution):
Arnold Ondarza, 214-665-6790, Mail Code: 6SF-D
Superfund Region 6 Toll Free Number: 1-800-533-3508

Realized Cleanup Benefits  

Remediation of the contaminated media will reduce the health and ecological risk
associated with the contaminants. 


